
almost at once became valueless, although nominally
base i upuu what is reckoned among imu the most
desirable ot possessions, tne lan<in of the nation.

"I'lie laiture ol Uiu French experiment of tue issue
of a substitute for money not convertible into gold
tuid silver tins ever since been faithiully held up by
every one who affirms that it is the law or necessity
that gold and silver ouly can be money as an ex¬

ample and warning against attempting to violate
that law and as conclusive evidence of the impossi¬
bility of so doing without tne inevitable depreciation
and rain of tne 0 nances of any people, However
stable, rich, powerful, united, productive and
prosperous, who should venture to have a cur¬
rency of their own. Nor Is it strange tbat such
was the impression that the French financial sys¬
tem made upon the founders of our republic.
Contemporaries can never weigh and * deter¬
mine, with sucb precision as those who come
alter them may do, the causes and effects of govern-
menial action. They might not then see as we now
see that there were two causes which made the
assign at* and mandats of the French revolution In-
inevitably valueless. Uoth these forms of security
were the evidence to the holder of a right to buy or"loiTlocate upon a portion of the confiscated lands of the
nobles and priests of France, oalled by the revolu¬
tionary government the national domain. Now,
the value of laud to him who claims the ownership
is composed of two essential elements.productive¬
ness and title, without title the productive value
of laud is of little worth to the claimant, and the as¬
surance of title was exactly what the assignat did
not make to tne holder. Besides, looking
back upon that time as we do, it Is
difficult to see why the French paper money
was not then as valuable as any other
human possession In France, whether gold,
silver, land, limb or life; neither wus worth an hour's
jpurcbase. The legislator of to-day was the criminal
of tomorrow, theJudge or to-day was the culprit of
to-morrow; tho kuile of the guillotine, |lke the rain
of Heaven, ie.1 alike on tho just and the unjust, tie
who at one moment held the asslgnat olamiiug title
to the confiscated cataies at the next bad his owu
estate confiscated with the asslgnau* wnich be held.
Candidly and justly considered, can it be said that a
lair argument ought to be drawn to malutaln thai
all ano*tit.uea for gold au<l silver as moue.y must be
worthless because the puper money of France wa-t
valueless wheu and where nothing was valuable t
Nvery student of the history of our country
win remember that, while at the organization
of the government the standard ot value by
law was ^gold and silver, yet, in fad, the
currency of the United Nates was even at that
period engraved paper, presumed to lie, but not
convertible at tue will of the holder into coin; for
one of the acts of the llrst Congress was to establish
a Bank of the United Nates, to issue what was in¬
convertible currency, which, as the act reads, "will
be productive of considerable advantages to trade
and Industry in general." The stock was to be paid
for, oue-iourth in gold and ttiree-lonrtns in the

Subtle debt of the United States, thus making at
tat early day the public debt a basis of three-

fourths, at least, of tbe currency of the United
Mates.

ANOTHER ADVANTAGEOUS rROV18ION.
Another provision which will claim our attention

Is tbat the notes were to he receivable in all pay¬
ments to tbe United states, thus giving itH bills one
value that legal leaders now have. Auotuer provi¬
sion of the bank charter deserving attention was
that while It might issue ten million dollars of circu¬
lation 4 was to go into operation when four
'hundred thousand dollars, or four per cent
only in gold and stiver of its capital had been
paid In, thus establishing tne principle that its
notes, ail of which circulated as money, were never
to be in fact convertible into gold and silver. But
lor its operations toe United States were not to be
liable save to the ex tout of one-fifth of the stock
to which it might become a subscriber. Wjtjviit.landing the prohibition of the constitution in
Btate should emit bills ol credit tiie necessities of
ithe people lor money to develop tne resources of
the country was so controlling mat every btute es¬
tablished banks to Issue bills which suould circulate
as money, the basis of which was nominally one-
fourth iu specie. In the light in w.ucli we now view
tins establishment of Mtjlg banks they would seem
dearly within tue inhibition of the constitution, be¬
cause it is only a patent evasion to allow the
Mates to establish bodies corporate, in which
they wyre sometimes part owners, to do that which
tjitl constitution prohibited the States themselves
from doing. Thus the creature might and did do
what was prohibited to the creator. Nor is It sur¬
prising thatthiM Mate legislation, when examined
by the courts, was held within the constitution, be¬
cause the common oonveuieuce and necessity of the
whole people always have, as they alwavs will, set
aside the written provisions of constitutional law.
"Satus popuM suprerrui e»t lex" lias ever been, as It
ever should be, ino interpreter and complement or
tne constitution. The United Mates Bank failing to
be rechartered in 1811, the country remained with¬
out any uniform currency, although gold and sil-
vor were standards of value until 1817, when
another Bank of tbe United Mates went tnto
operation, with a much enlarged capital, for a
period of twenty years, and then wound up its
tgf.urs, a renewal of lis charter having failed
by tbe veto of President Jackson. It wiB not be use¬
ful further to advert to the history of tlie financial
legislation of tne country aave to caU atteutlon to
tho Independent Treasury act or Jnly 4,1840, among
the provisions of which it-was enacted that ail debts
due to oriroiu the United Mates were to be paid and
collected In gold and silver, to that tbe currency in
which tue government transacted Its business was
truly specie. This practice, as ts well known, ob¬
tained until the war of the rebellion ana the Legal
Tender act of February 26. 1M2. But during ail nils
time the currency or tne people «u paper Issued
by the bunas, secured by various legislative
devices. 'rhe actual security for the imme¬
diate redemption ol tins paper was nominally
one-fourth gold and silver coin, supposed to
be in the bonks, but in fact about one-sixth,
and its only other worth the actual value of
tlie notes and bills of their customers, discounted by
the banns on ioniser or shorter time or wnat is tech¬
nically known as the "bank portfolio." As all these
bank notes circulated as money, purporting to be re¬
deemable in specie on demand, ss well as tne depos¬
its, which uiuch exceeded the circulation, and as the
banks held In fact so smaH a percentage of eoltr, tt is
obvious that tiiese promises could not be so redeem¬
ed, so that, whenever the exigencies of the business
of the country or of the world called for any large
sum, the banks either refused to pay specie or by
contracting their circulation so diminished the
money ol ihc country as to bring themselves wltuln
a limit at w lilch their circulation being a necessity
to the people, would not couie ui for redemption.

It will bo readily seen that the fluctuations in the
amount and value oi the currency caused by the
bank" belug obliged to contract to meet every con¬
sult mine demand in specie were destructive to all
stability in business enterprises, if not to commercial
integrity itself, since once in every ten rears, and a.
large part or the time much oitencr, the banks were
obliged to refu.-e to rodoem their noics in specie, and
from the necessity of tin- case were HupporieU m so
doing by legal enactment. No mercantile sagaoity
in business, no forethought or prudence In Invest¬
ment. no Integrity or purpose and no solidity of
capital In the merchant or conductor of business
cntei prises, public or private, under such a
financial system of pretended convertibility could
or did prevent commercial (allures and rulu. Kvery
few years panics ensued and whole classes of
solvent, prude it, enterprising mou were Involved lu
ruin from causes which it waa impos Ible for them
to foresee or control. The » dole property Of the
icountry, the scanty provisions lor the widow nud
orpunri, tne stocks in otherwise prosperous enter¬
prises, the snares of public works curried on to Ue-
.veiop ti-.e industry and wealth of the cotuitry, each
ami ail alike, at uncertain and irregular periods,
fluctuated in price quite one-tuif. If this condition
of Med hflfl mm dependent. upou the hubits ol our
people, upon the pnsluotiveuess or nuri-producti ve¬
sicas of our iudusirti-s, the proiltanieness or unpro-
¦tahleuess of oar cououercu or business enterprises,
or upon the current enactment or our legHiatUies,
either Htate or national, one oral), perhaps some
remedy might hate been found or method of allevi¬
ation proposed. But none of tnese hod any effect to
hasten or retard these fluctuations of commercial
vaiuc.r. 'l'hc rami was inherent iu our flnancial system,
which was, and while based on money convertible
Into «|>e< le must continue to be, but an exaggerated
ottshoot oi the financial systems of Kurope, subject
to the changes, the needs, the wars, famines and
distresses of other countries. It was in uo sense au
American system, nor in any ot its parts adapted to
the lustltniooa of a free, enterprising and independ¬ent people. Many and various were the expedients
resorted to by the gcuerai government to remedy
tins chronic vaoillsttou of money to the desiructiou
of the business interests of the country. Bat all in
vain.

In the endeavor to do this the United States as we
have seen, at first chartered a bank, became a sub¬
scriber 10 its stock and received and paid oat Its bills
«s money for a period of twenty years. HtHl the
erratic but inevitable periods of commercial Ostreea
cauie round. Again it refused to have anything to
do with a bonk and left money to the natural lows
of trade for Ave years, from 1811 to 1817. HUM
flnancial disaster came and went In tarn like the
Vibrations of the pendulum, but wanting their regu¬
larity. iu im« the government agntu tried the ex¬
periment of making an nnflncluaUng convertible
currency by chartering a bunk of more than throe
Uioes the capital ol the old one as a regulator of the
currency, still the oscillation wont on more pro¬
nounced and ruinous than ever. The years of 1827-8
will ever be memorable in the history ol the country
fur thu wholesale destruction of fortunes and com¬
mercial value*. The bank charter expired tn issfl
by us own limitation, and the government again
divorced tt-cll trom alt connection Willi the flnauces
.f the country, to leave a supposed convertible paper
to do lis own work uncontrolled save by lis own
laws. t,nt the flnancta) distresses and convulsions of
18.17 caused all previous once tor the time to tie for¬
got. ou.

th* pinskoiai, ootnrirbflWM or run rortmtr.
in the»udcuvor to hud some relief by legislationpolitical parties were broken up. and the election of

i*40 turned upon the distresses in business ot the
country alone; but change of nnmiuistiatiou broughtno fflliet The government, established its own af-
tulm flrmlyn a specie basts m Ufa holding aloof
jrom any interference a tin the finance* of the coun¬
try. hoping to givo them Stability by ths r-gnlantynod steadiness of Ita receipt* and payments in cola,although sometimes issuing Treasury notes like ex-
«-ho.|U( r utlis, or buying id its own bund*, Hi order
to deplete It* depositories ef gold, as a ni'-asure of
reh-«t to commerce mid bu»ine«n. Mi the periodi¬cal visitations of lommercioi disaster and ruin won-
t biucd, and the distress an.i revuistons of
1*47 r.ud 1841 quite paralleled those of 1827l8a7 as periods ot ananciai disgater. it will ooi lv<
iiietnt further to trace the OomatsroBU history of the
country, but with the experience of seeeatjf vears ofsuch fluctuation* of valor, of coiniuer. lai roin and
distress, bom whu !i t.ir toiitiirt cannot he shielded
4»tiier hy the sigaoitv of its ftnasslcni and titershanIS, tne wisdom of us legislator ', or the industry.mi enterprise ol its uMg.rna, lot me HMMM hero auil

ask, the country being now, partially at leust,
emancipated from a financial system producing su- h
results, Is it desirable voluntarily to return to it r
Hpeclal'y, ought we to force ruin and distress upon
the majority of the (xsople In order so to dot
It is needless for me to add that amid all
these convulsions and revulsions of the busi¬
ness or the country and its currency and the
destruction of its values, the losses fell at last,
as they must fall, upon the laboring masses. Bread
riots were not ui>frequent; productive industry was
paralyzed; the workshops, and mills were closed,
leaving labor unemployed and unpaid; its valoe
thus lost is never regained by a rise in prices or a
return to prosperity; for It Is the peculiarity of labor,
says an eminent economist, "that it is the only com¬
modity that perishes at the Instant of production,
and if not then put to use is lost forever." Such
are the results experience, during the lifetime of the
government, shows have always followed the at¬
tempt to o<induct the business of the country upon
specie payments, or, in other words, with a circula¬
ting medium supposed to be always convertible, bat
which never can be converted into gold and silver.

AN KXAMIN AT!ON INTO THK QUMTION.
Let us now examine and see if we may know why,

with our currency upon a supposed basis of conver¬
tibility, experience has shown that it is apparently
beyond human power to regulate or control or sus¬
tain the business or llnances of the country, is it
not because In adopting the specie measure of value
and instrument of exchange we have bound our busi¬
ness and finances hand and foot to the monarchs
and bankers of Europe? We have adopted tneir
standard ol value, which they control at their will,
for their purposes and for their prosperity, and not
for ours. Whenever, from caprice or malignity, or

Sank or war, or attempt to unsettle or restore the
oiance of power among t he governments of Europe,

they have seeu tit to lower or raise their price for
gold, then our currency based thereon, but ex¬
panded as four to one, feels the shock in quadruple
proportion. Nay, more; having silver and gold
both as standards of value, whenever the caprice
of some Indian prince or Chinese merchant chooses
to call for silver in jiaymem of the commodities we
4>r any other nation import from the East, and
thereby raises it to h premium in comparison with
go d, then our gold and silver go out, not at the
value fixed by us as com but at the value at which
they arc taken simply as bullion. Gold Is still fur¬
ther depressed in value In comparison with silver,
which is the sole standard of the principal commer¬
cial countries of Europe save England; it Is thus
drawn very rapidly to Europe to till the vacuum
caused by the enormous exportation of Sliver to
China, Japan and India. The extent" of this drain
upon the silver Of Europe and the necessary rise in
price as compared with gold, and the consequent
necessary tlow of gold from those countries
where it has a fixed value as oompared with
silver, like England and this country, where
gold Is the standard of value, iuay be seen
from data derived from the books of the Orien¬
tal Steam Navigation Oomuauy, through whose
agency alone the sum of $6n,5W,t«!6 was transported
to Asia from England solely In 1866, and increased
in the following year to fs 1,976,190. To this add the
sum of $10,763 4+6 from the rest of Europe, and we
have $loo,72h,t>06 as a a startling efflux In silver only
lrom Europe to the East lu a single year, or more
than double the annual yield of all the silver mines
that supply Europe and America. To this must be
added quite one-tentii or that amount in gold.say
$lo,ouo,ooo. It will lie observed that lialf this
amount of silver must be taken each year from the
circulation of Europe.say $50,000,000.and Its place
supplied with gold; and both these exports of
specie to the East are independent of that
snipped directly from America and are
greater than the entire average product of
the mines of California. The most careless
consideration of this fact will conclusively show the
feflsofi why the B&nk of England m the years ISM-7
was Unable to restrain the efflux of gold from that
kingdom, glthdugll sne altered her rate of discount
eight writes during the year 1866, and nine times in
1867, quadrupling It in amount and srsUM in final
bankruptcy and suspension In November"W That
year. 1 have taken this period for comparison ns It
was before our war of rebellion and the cotton
dearth, which so much affected the finances of Eng¬
land. This great drain still goes on. Is it wise,
therefore, by legislative enactment to force a return
to a currency by which all oar values are to be mea¬
sured, our productions exchanged and transported,
our wealth to be distributed, and onr industries to be
governed, the very basts of which Is controlled and
fluctuated not only by the interests and commerce of
the Christian and civilized world, but by the tradd
and needs of (he half civilized and barbarous nations
of the East ?

001.D TUB INBThtTMBNT OF TYRANTS.
Instead of tins money, the Instrument of tyrants,

which has wrought all these evils. I propose a paper
currency, admittedly the cheapest aud most conve¬
nient, Its value based not only upon the gold in the
country but. upon every other source and element of
the national prosperity, emancipated from the con¬
trol of ail other nations, whether civilized or bar-
barons. it is the currency for a free people, strong
enough to maintain every other of their institutions
against the world, whose governments they have
antagonized; strong enough to sustain the measure
of their business transactions with each other inde¬
pendent of kings, the least, or bankers, now the most

Stent sovereigns tii the world. It is one of the bless-
js ofthe war that we are enabled for the first time to

stand stone la our Industrie* and internal commerce
as wo nave in our institutions. It cannot fall to have
attracted attention that the only remedy for all evils
brought on by a currency convertible into specie
when distress Is upon the merchant, rain upon the
manufacturer and disaster upon the banker; when
the banks of the United States, of England and of
Prance could afford no aid has always been a suspen¬
sion of specie payments.i. «., by the use lu these,
the foremost nations of the world, of an inconvert¬
ible paper currency. If such currency Is so potent
as a remedy for all financial diseases which beset a
nation, whether In peace or war. whether arising
from overtrading, over speculation or over invest¬
ment, why may It not be equally beneficial as a fixed,
permanent and stable circulating medium to supply
the demands of business and the necessities of the
people.
fclHJo'USSFOI. KXrUUMKNTH OP AN INCONVERTIBLE

CtJKKRNC'fT
The experiment of an Inconvertible currency baa

been tried on the most extended scale and through
long periods of time and uudcr tne moat trymi: cir¬
cumstances, and baa never failed. In 1797, when the
liritlHh empire was threatened with rebellion in Ire¬
land, and was sustaining all Europe against the Vic¬
toria of Ilonaparte with Its Hubsidies of gold, the
question cuuiH to her great War Mtn.Hier. Pitt, ahail
tue integrity of the empire be lo.tr Ehall France
overruii ail Europe and threaten Ureal Britain In the
East, or aliall the onrrency at the empire no the In¬
convertible note of lbs Hank of England 7 He chose
tiieiaiter. How wlseif the aucoeae of England and
tne a, ued armies culminating at Waterloo attest.
An Inconvertible currency fought the battle* or
England and of the world from that bunday worn
lug. the 23d of February, 1797, When the King him-
Beit, In council, ordered the Buspenaion or specie
payment* till the lath of June, wis. Irredeemable
paper laid the foundation of Engisnd'a manufac¬
turing and commercial prosperity, supplied her
navy, wliicli at Trafalgar made tier the mistress of
the seas, and procured the gold with which all the
armies of Europs were paid, and for eighteen years
there was neither financial revulsion, business
panh nor distress, in answer to the objection that
it la necessary to have gold currency for foreign
trade 1 quote klaciaren. one of the moat phi loaop id¬
eal aa won as accurate writers of Eugatud, in his
"History of tha Currency:".
It l» remarkable tli*l no illPleultjr wa« siperUnreil by out

Bit reliant* In earryiuf on lh.tr traila wilk otbrr naliuu* dur-
iiiK tti.a period. thongs they no longer bed a aiot k of bullion
kept lur thorn at Iht! bunk. Oy int uit of which they might »<l-
ji.ni their foreign payuionta. No Incourenlence, Imit.d, of
Buy kind wb» lalt from the aubetllui.ou of pkpor for gul,l,
and, It the bank director* had *.> ordered their hum ae to
keep tne mini acj market Price of gold on an equality, It
Honi that no objection could hare been urged against the
paper currency, except Ita liability to forgery, and WO abould
Beyer hay* board of tko currency controversy.
We remember our own war of the rebellion, with¬

out the regal tender n<ite, most hsve come to an end
in the beginning of lWi'i. The bauks l.ad Mi«|>ended,
sod, like broken reeds. Urn government oould no
longer jean upon them; business wax paralyzed,
ni' u and supplies could hardly be obtained, tbe ar¬
mies want unpaid and no decisive battle had oeen
fought when congress passed the legal tender act or
iMij. From that time bualneaa received a new im¬
pulse, labor was employed,imauufacturcs everywhere
sprung up, supplies were abundant, ami although,
by a great error, the legal tender note was not made
the luouey of the government for all purposes, as it
should hsve been, yet, crippled aa It waa It suuplled
and paid oar soldiers, pensioned the wounded, pro¬
vided for the widow and orphan and produced a
degree of prosperity theretofore unknown, which
hue been maintained ever since, and during this pe¬
riod of six years financial panics and disasters were
unknown and nnthonght or until the Insane attemptof the banker and capitalist to force a return to
specie pavinenla by a coutract Ion of the currency.

I Hiring the year ISM we exported more than one
hundred millions of gold and silver, utiy turn -five
million dollars of which came from Nan Francisco,
and no one knew the fact from any effect it had on
the business of the country. In any other year,
while onr currency waa upon a specie basis. thn ex¬
port o( one tenth part of that sum beyond our pro¬
duction would navs produced financial panics, ruiu
and dtstrnsa greater than that of 1837, when our total
export of specie was less that six million dollars,
f'oint me to any other six years in the financial his¬
tory of tbe country la which labor has been so weil
paid: In which production has been so varied and suo-
caasnil; in which there have not iwen more than one
financial panic scattering ruin and disaster through
the land. We have heard much of the patriotism of
the bankers and capitalists who arc said to have
come forward to lend their gold to the country
In its time of utmost need, but that Is exactly what
t hey did not do. iu December, 1861, the hanks sus¬
pended specie payments without rlglu, without au¬
thority or isw, in violation ot their own plighted
faith and promises, so thai neither the government
nor any one else could get a dollar of their gold fnuo
their vaults. When, In pursuance of the
act of Congress of the jam of February,1ML one hundred and fifty million doUars of
legal tender notes were issued, with which our sol-
dicra were paid and the dehia «f tho I'mieJ Mates
can celled, did the oaakftor capitalist* loan these to
the government, or did we make litem for ourselves*
On ine contrary, the banks refused even to receive
the government notes on deposit. When he gov
eminent wanted mere money to pay the soldier mid
carry on the war, did they got it from the banker
and capitalist r no; the? issued ikeir own legal
tender notes as money and paid thulr dehis. Ilav-
lug provKbsi that these noies might he funded Into a
gold Itearing nix ]ier cunt bond, the capitalists
bought them up when (hoy fell to a discount of sixty
per cont by MlfiDg Hie g Jd at that premium which
they hail hoarded to their vnnlis and had mused to
loan to tbe government, ami lumi il thai, which
they now < all holed paper. u> heads for I In' paymentof whk if In gobl, or, wnat le us equirnicnt. a return
toapeme puyuuuis they uow howl gi tbe inn.* of

the Capitol. unmindful of the <! attraction of value,
tin; starving of the laborer auU tlie ram and devas¬
tation titer may cause.
Although tbla return to specie payment has been

agitated ever ifnee the war what petition has come
up to yon from the people demanding K at your
baudst What meetings of the people have hem
held to make to you petitions for relief from griev¬
ances lu tins behalf T Hot one: out one. Only reso¬
lutions of boards of trade and bankers.

UuNCLUSIOM.
I stand here, therefore, for inconvertible paper

money, the greenback, which has fought our battles
and,saved our coantry, which has been held by us
as a just equivalent for the blood of oar soldiers, the
lives of oar sons, the widowhood of oar daughters
and the orphanage of their children. I stand here
for a currency by which the business transactions
of forty million people are safely and successfully
done, which, founded on the faith, the wgajth and
property of tne nation, la at once the exemplar and
engine of Industry and power mat money which
saved the country in war and has given it prosperity
and happiness in peace. To It four million men
owe their emanatpauon from slavery; to it labor is
indebted for elevation from that thrall of degrada¬
tion in which It has been enveloped ror ages. I
stand for that money, therefore, which is by far the
better agent and Instrument of exchange of an en¬
lightened and free people than gold ana silver, the
money alike of the barbarian and the despot.

NEW YORK CITY.
THE COURTS.

UNITE# state; district court.
The Great Cotton Case.Argument of Conn-
eel.Important Decision.The Jury Instruct¬
ed to Find for the Defendant Htevenson and
Against the Government-.The BnHng of
the Court to bo Appealed Against.

Before Judge Klatcbford.
The United suites vs. Vertum K. StteetiMm..This

case was adjourned from the previous day before the
usual rising of the court, to give the remainder of
the day and up to yesterday morning us an interval
wttbin which the principal government wttnessea
in the case might arrive to) give their testimony.
At the opening of the court Mr. Courtney intimated
to the Bench the non-arrival of the expected witness,
and that he was In consequence compelled to rest his

Tlie Court.I wish to hear counsel's views on the
law of the case.

AKOUMBNT OF COrNSRt,.
Mr. B. K. Phelps, Assistant United States District

Attorney, then proceeded to submit the points of
law on which the government relied for the con¬
demnation of the cotton in question. He contended
that the cotton In the suit became forfeited to tuc
United States by force of the Nou intercourse act,
by transportation from one State to another, and
tills irrespective of the fact that both thu stater,
named wore in rebellion. See the language of the
acts, regulations of the Treasury and decisions in

6rlze, in Blatchford's decision on schooner falcon,
1. prize cases, <m; schooner Captain Mpeddon, Hi.

prize cases, 127.
By force of the confiscation acts, ami that neither

Individual pardon nor acts of general amnesty are
any defence to this claim of forfeiture. That these
are not pleaded, and, If pleaded, they could only
he an effectual shield against penal ios conditioned
upon the personal status of the owner, his par¬
ticipation in the rebellion, tendering aid and com¬
fort to the enemy, Ac., but oould not possibly
apply to Jprfeiture incurred under Nou-intercourse
act, or finy other forieiture conditioned upon tuc sit-
iTStion or use orthe property itself, independent of
the personal character or stai us of t be person exer¬
cising control or claiming ownership ol it
forfeiture under either of these acts accrued at the

Instant the act making the forfeiture was performed.
A very complete review of all the cases and an¬
nouncement of t his doctrino in the opinion of Judire
ltailard In United States vs. iiObbls. w lnskey, 16 Amer¬
ican Law Report, page 32; also reported Internal lif¬
eline itecord, vol. 4, p. 108. According 15 the ease of
Caldwell vs. the United States, s Howard, «81:.
"The forfeiture is the statutory transfer of right to
the goods at the time the offence Is committed."
The right to the goods beltag vested In the United

States by the commission of tlie offence, any inter¬
meddling with them afterwards is a conversion,
more especially If it be oy the party who committed
the forfeiting offence, and the right of the United
States to maintain Its action Is complete. (Roberts
vs. Witheread, 12 Mod. Rep. 92; Salkeld 223. Wll-
klris vs. Despard, 67 R. 112. United States vs. 1,98Q
bags coffee, 8 Or., 308. United States vs. 350 chests
of tea; 12 Wharton, 486.)

Ir it l»e urged that the rnle is applicable here that
if the statute declaring a forfeiture at the same time
points out a remedy, that remedy most be followed
strictly, prevents maintaining thla action. In reply
to that, tne Non-Intercourse act is not auch a statute,
and if It were it could not apply to cases where the
defendant by his own act had rendered It Impossi¬
ble for the United states to prooeed In rem, for that
woold be permitting him to profit by his own wrong.
Sappose that, to prevent its seizure and condemna¬
tion, defendant had burnt up the cotton In bis pos¬
session, would he not be liable for It* value, and for
the damage occurring to the United States by his
actf
There u nothing in the form of pleading to inter¬

fere with our recovery. The title of the United
States la asserted In the information, and there la
nothing limiting It. if (he affidavit of Hambleton
be token as part of the information, that clearly
bases t he claim upou all the acts now urged.
The title and right of the United States having

existed at, during and before the alleged time of
conversion, there is nothing either in principle or
law that limits our proof of conversion to the time
laid in the information. (1 Phillips on Evidence, page
864; Lester vs. Jewett, l'Kerii,468; Lynn vs. Clark,
4 Setilon, page 148; Cotter vs. Thompson, 22 Bartier,
87; People vs. Ryder, Hill in rem., page 236; Clean
vs. Harrison, 2 Han ford; Dtetna vs. Pnss.)
In view of these principles It follows inevitably

that to deprive the United Htaiee or Its action for dam¬
ages for the conversion of this property would be an
act of gross injustice and render it less powerful to
protoct Its own rights than the meanest suitor in its
courts, and make It easy for any man who was ac¬
tuated by motives of avarite, treachery or hale to
deprive it of its property ffltuout possibility of re
dress.
JUBOR BRATCUFOKD'fl RIH-TNO.THR JVRY IN-
¦TKITTKD TO KBNDKR A VKED10T AOAINHT TI1K
OOYBRNMinm
Judge Blatuldord, In reviewing the ease, nal'l that

the District Attorney, Mr. Phelps. had alluded to all
the principles which could he Invoked to sus'aUi the
action doling the progress of the case. As a mutter
of course 1 have been revolving in tin mind the
points to which my attention wan directed, aud
those nave been the very points which counsel had
presented. 1 have given the subject a great deal
oi' reflection; hut i supposed there would havo
been souie views suggested hv counsel which
I perhaps might not have antlciouted as a
ground of recovery on the part of the government.

It was so clear that the government conld not
recover from the points considered that I con¬
cluded there must Ire some other suggestions which
did not occur to me; but us none have in en pre¬
sented, I am now unite prepared to dispose or the
case. It is therefore entirety deer to me that there
can be uo recovery on the part of the government, ami
I shall therefore, both on the facts and the law,
Instruct tne Jury to find for the defendant; hut as
this is a case or some Importance, I will statu my
views at some length on the subject.

In the lirst. plsec, the entire right of the govern¬
ment rests upon municipal statutes, and nothing
else. The recovery by the government is sought
to le niude equivalent to the rase of a
oaptnre on land. This Is not a suit In
rem. for the recovery of property can'.ured on
land, but It is a «ult sought to be made equivalent
thereto, anil therefore it does not fail within the
class of captures made on the high seas, jure belli,
winch follows the law of prizes. Now, the law has
been settled by repeated adjudications in reference
to captures of property on land, chinned thereby to
be forfeited to the government under the operation
of tne rales of war, and this case is sought to be
made equivalent to that; otherwise there Is no foun¬
dation whatever for the action. That is the ground
here taken; that the government may recover in this
case precisely as If it had tne cotton now under
seizure; that the defendant nas taken the cotton and
disposed of It, ond thpt it can be recovered by law.
Mr. Phelps--We claim the same right to sustain

the action now for the conversion of the property us
If it had been seised by as and was afterwards re¬
moved by the defendant.

The Court.F.iactly; that is what I say. Now, as
early as 1811, ease of the United States vs. Itrowiie.
It was settled by the Supreme Oourt of (lie United
btates that the seizure of enemies' property as
prize of war upon land. Jure belli, was not author¬
ized by the law or nations, and the claim to it conld
be only upheld by the municipal laws oi the nation
seeking the forfeiture. That decision was approved
and IteTd by Chief justice Nelson of the Circuit Court
of this city. In the case of the prosecution against
stock of the (Ircat Western Kaiiroad of Illinois-.I5«
snares of stock belonging to l,eroy N. Wiley. And
in that case Jndire Nelson cited the case of the
United states vs. Drown, an I he held that It came
under the act of August, ihfli; May. 1M2, and July,
l te.'. That was a suit tu rem. And In speaking of
the acts of Congress In reference tomtits under these
acts, or prosecution of tights under these acts, he
(Judge Nelson) remarked thai the acCexpressiy pro¬vided that all such proceedings should conform to
proceedings in admiralty cases, and that tt was the
intentlbu of these nets that proceeding* for condem¬
nation and forfeiture of property snodld be antilogons
Pi proceedings in prise cases fur the forfettnre of
enemies* goods seized npon the high seas. Judge
Nelson's conclusion was that all those acts which
h.ive been alluded to from ism down, were nothing
but an extension, t»r favor of Congress, to enemies'
properly upon land ot the rule which, according to
InternanoDai law. would Is* always applied to
enemies' property seized on the hign sea*, and 'hat
the same rule should be applied to property edited
upon the land. The purport, therefore, is that these
rights, which .he United Slates are now socking to
ouferee In this suit, and the rights It womd be seek¬
ing If it hu<i seized this cotton or any other property
under he low i.y proceedings w ce»n. are entirely
different) but the right It now seeks rests wholly and
entirely on the statute, and nothing In the world
ca:i be eVstnied by the United States here but whst
thai Ktatyite gives with reference to property
on land* Prize property seized at sea
is entirety different. It hs* been behl by the
Nuprenic Ucatri of tin- United States in the cars' of
.'wi Wftflace, is I of Jul? 81, is«a. thai, although rerog
til/od, coumu'vclal intercourse Is prevented by Hie
at t, but caninn*! to the duration of hostliiues and

that forfeiture incurred during tin oonuti lance of
bo-tiiiUes ijuy 6c enforced afterwards. 't'tiai was
expressly derided In the ease of the Reform. The
decision in that case reversed the decision of Chief
Justice Taiiej in tne Maryland district to the con¬
trary effect. Therefore, no doubt, in a proper case
the government can enforce an act of forfeiture in¬
curred by the defendant In this case In respect to pro¬
perty now claimed, notwithstanding Uie Preal-
dent's proclamation w>th regard to the cessa¬
tion of hostilities. There is no doubt about
that. But the mmcnlty in this case lies back of all
that, and It is here, that the government fails to

grove the flrat material allegation In the Information
) the case, and that is that they are enUtled to the

possession of the property in such a manner that
they have a right to enforce,that right of possession
tn this action. Now, the reason I take this view 1s
this. Toe tilth section declares that ail property in
transitu shall be forfeited to the United States. Well,
there is the decision of Chief Justice Taney, hi the
Maryland districts to the effect that the clear Inter¬
pretation of that aectlon to that no property
can be condemnad under that section unless
tt« was actually seised while in sncb transitu.
Without passing on that point, I am not satisfied,
notwithstanding the declaration of the fifth section
of the act, that for the offence set forth the property
shall be forfeited to the United States inasmuch as
the claim is based upon the statute and the whole
statute must beoonstrued together, and therefore
the ninth section must be considered in connec¬
tion with the fifth. And the ninth section pro¬
vides "That proceedings of the forfeiture
of the property claimed, most be pursued In
any court of the United states in any district where
the property seized may have been taken and pro¬
ceedings instituted, and such court shall Imve juris.
diction the same as If the seizure had been
ma-ie in such district." My view of the statute is that
it clearly contemplates that the forfeiiure declared In
the llflh section is to be enforced "only" by a seizure
of the property, and that it cannot be enforced in
any other manner. And inasmuch as the whole right
Is statutory, If Congress thought fit to limit the stat¬
utory right of the United States to a forfeit .ire, to by
enforced by seizure only of the property, aud while
the government is so limited, and Inasmuch as that
Is Its oulv right, any if unable to seize the property
their right, consequently, to the property not sci/.ed
does not come Info being..and It Is limited to an im¬
perfect right. Congress has not gone further
than to say, " You can have the property
if you can seize it." But If by any
reason the detenduut himself, or anyone acting for
him, has so disposed of the property that the govern¬
ment cannot seize it and become possessed of it,
then the government canuot enforce the forfeiture.
That is entirely consistent with the argument of
counsel, but that the power Is limited which he
Claimed to be general; and while the Court, with
counsel, understands it literally. It puts a different,
interpretation upon the statute from that put on it
by the counsel for the government There have
been a great many cases down to the lasi case de¬
cided (Htii Howard), which lays down the law In gen¬
eral language, as cited by counsel.
The Court then referred to several decisions as

rendered by the courts applicable to this case,
the hist of which was that In sth Howard, delivered
by Judge Wayne, and continued:.
That decislnn must be considered as going no

further tiiau the question belore the court; and it is
contrary, tn my judgment, to sonnd principle and
reason.certainly there has been no cose whicb sus¬
tains U-that me United States can enlorce a for¬
feiture of property in a suit of the kind now before
the court, by claiming that the forfeiture, as be¬
tween the defendant and the government, was com¬
plete and perfect at the time of the commission of
the offence, without any Judicial proceedings
against either the property or the defend¬
ant at the time, irrespective of this.even
If It was so under some statute.I do not
think it can be so under the statute of 1861.
I think tjje forfeiture described by the fifth section
or the act, taken in connection with the ninth sec¬
tion, is a forfeiture that can be enforced only by a
seizure of rue property in rem, and therefore cannot
be enforced in this action, even if foe regulations of
the Secretary of the Treasury are to be considered as
corning under judicial notice, and even assuming
that this property would be forfeited by tne effect or
these regulations made by the Secretary of the
Treasury In pursuance of the act of 186Z. Still that
act Is subject to the construction of 1861, for the
same section declares that the Property which shall
be seized In violation of the Treasury regulations
shall be forfeited to the United States, yet the
fourth section says:.The proceedings for forfeiture
accruing uuder the act shall be pursued tn the mode
prescribed by the eighth and ninth sections of
the act of 1861, of which this is supplementary.
So that in that sense the construction or the act of
1862 is precisely similar to that of 1861, and therefore
the forfeiture must be Inter ""

proceedingsfpfth to be pt
scribed Ih lhe untn section, whlcn expressly says

y sfclzuro of tne property," and In no other way.
The next statutelg thjyj of August, 1861, and I con¬

sider these two acts as going together, because they
are afterwards coupled together in the regulations.
The act or August only provides that if any person,
during an insurrection, after the President shall
have declared by proclamation that there is an in¬
surrection, shall have or glvo any property to aid
the insurrection, the President shall cause such pro¬
perty to be seized, condemned and confiscated, and
the confiscation shall take place In the District or
Circuit Court having jurisdiction In admiralty
where the same shall be seized, Ac. That statute
doefc not declare forfeiture at all, but provides that
the President shall cause the properly to be seized,
and unless he causes it to be s&zcd the statute docs
not refer to It at alu Therefore It is plain there csn
be no suit Instituted unless foe property to first
seized*
Then, again, the net of Joly IT, 1803, to insure the

speedy termination of the rebellion. In It no for¬
feiture Is declared. It enly provides that the Presi¬
dent may seise property and apply It to the support
of the army of the untied states. Now, It doc* not
appear in this ease that there was any property
seized; and now the theory upon which the informa¬
tion in the oase proceeded.if the theory can be
judged from what u appended to U, for the Informa¬
tion emiiodies the affidavit in itself as part of the
information, and the Information embodies the affi¬
davit in Itself as part of the aihdavit; each embraces
the other, and from the construction to l>e put on
both together it is quite evident that the
theory proceeded on Is that the cotton was
the property of the public authorities
concerned In the rebellion, and that by vtrtne of the
sovereign right of the United States they were the
owners of It; that they became the owners of this
property Troin the very moment that these rebel
authorities claimed It Whether yon call this a suc¬
cession or not Is of no oonsequeuee; that Is the
tiieory of the Information. If It was shown that this
property did belong to those rebel authorities carry¬
ing on tills relielllou and calling themselves a Con¬
federate government.if this were proved, then the
right of the United status by virtue of us being the
sovereign power.an 1 these authorities being rebel
authorities.'would lie paramount, and it would
become the rightful owner of the property,
Independent of municipal statutes, by virtue uf the
constitution ot the United Stales. And the right uf
the s ivereipn authority of the United btates would
undoubtedly make a conversion or the property In
this case a tort, and make It a wrong against the hu¬
ll late right of possession l>v the United btates. Out
there t» 110 testimony to this etreot in the case. On
the contrary the evidence is quite olear that none of
the cotton which the government claims here w o

ever the property of the .so-called Confederate gov¬
ernment, or of any subordinate government, state
or other government In rebellion or hostility to the
United biatea. So, as I before remarked, the right
lies at the very threshold of the case
hat he claim to recover rests on the whole

statute, and, in my judgment, is not supported t>y
the statute, even conceding all the facts to lie as
shown by too government; and, therefore, under the
decision quoted. It will lie tin- duty of the Court to
instruct the jury that on both the facts and the law
the clnlrnants cannot recover, and that the verdict
v, ui lie for the defendant and against the govern¬
ment. I am not satisfied but that i should hesitate
iu so instructing the jury in a ca.se like this of such
importance If It was not perfectly clear to me and If
I was not entirely satisfied that the government can¬
not recover under any circumstances. 1, therefore,
gentlemen of the jury, under this view of the c ue,
hoth as to the facts and the law, Instruct you to ren¬
der a verdict for the defendant.
Mr. I'lieipa tuoved for a stay of proceedings to

cnatde the government to prepare a writ of error.
The Co,in granted thirty days tor the purpose.
Mr. Seward moved the discharge of the attach¬

ment against the property. Action was deferred ay
the Court on the motion for the present. Counsel
for the government, Samuel (i. Courtney, United
Slates District Attorney, and Messrs. K. K. Phelps
and Sltn U, Assistaut District Attorneys: Mesar*.
John U. Ward and CUrcnce steward mr dciendants.
The Court adjourned till this morning.

URITII STATES CIRCUIT COURT.
The Dtipav Whiskey Pim,

Before Judge Benedict.
77ir L'nitnt States re. Jmvtt Uup iy and Jfases

fb/pt'V.The trial of this caae was resumed yester¬
day morning.
Thomas Carter, the first witness called this morn¬

ing for the defence, testified that be was a revenue
Inspector In May, IMS; knew the defendant, Jacob
Dnptty: do not know anything of his occupation
except ironi the information he received ui his
nilU'.e; the ostensible occupation of Dupuy in the
Internal Bevenue Department was giving Informa¬
tion to the office; knew nothing of Mum*
Dupuy except 'hat he saw iilin with Jacob
Dupuy once week or so; saw the elder Dupuy
(Jacob! several times before the mtddM of May aod
onceor «M within the week Mtore the eei/.ure of
the whmkoy; met him 011 one of those occasions tttd
walked with him to me ortlee where Cuffev was:
Dupuy said he hail been looklngaflcr sonic illicit
whiskey delivered toMMRoom of Rhglehafdt A t'o.;
otherfirrua were mentioned at the same nine hi con¬
nection with the removal of illicit whiskey; Dopoy
said lie was looking after this; two o. three day*
after this saw Dupuy ogam In the ofben In echo
street; the same subject tvs< again talked of; Ibtpov
said lie had been up all n g it (this, I ihink, was on
Wednesday) looking after various distilleries. Kiffile-
hmu t's among them; kuew that Moaes was employed
by ins fatter, Jacob.
The cross examination Of the witness was unim¬

portant.
A ew other witnesses were examined fnf the de¬

fence, bat the testimony was not material to the
issue.
me defence having reste>1. Mr. Joseph Ml, As¬

sistant United Mt*t-s IUstdel Aiiorney, stimnied up
for ihe jvverosMni, and was followed hy Mr. K, D.
McCartly for the defence.

,i i.oln'; hen long past the usual nonr for adienrn-
Dial the uourl deferftsi miarwiug the i«rv un tuts

mommy at eleven o'clock, to wlilcU hour the court
t^Jgvrntit

The BlaUulell-Bekel Co*.
This case, so long delayed, was to have come oa

for trial at the conclusion of the Stevenson cotton

case, hot that case was so abruptly terminated that
counsel on either side were not ready to proceed. It
will be called on this morning peremptorily.
The Whiskey Ulna Alleged Perjury Case.
Alvah Blalsdell, Abtjah Richardson, Abraham

Powelson, Henry Jenners and Alfred A. Belknap,
charged with perjury and subornation of perjury,
have had a new indictment found against them,
charging them with procuring one Charles Lamar -

tlne to commit perjury In making a false affidavit
agaioit Collector Bailej. RicUartUon and Jenoere
are still in custody under a previous indictment;
but Blalsdell, Poweisou and Belknap, who are on
ball pending trial, were arrested on bench warrants
and gave additional ball to answer this new indict¬
ment.

Returns of processes having been made and no

claimants appearing for any of the following named
property It was condemned by default:.
Twenty-six barrels and seventeen tierces of spirits,

shipped from l-ancanter, Pa.; one barrel of spirits,
one copper still and worm, round at the distillery
No. 520 west Kitty-first street, and real estate and
premises connected therewith.

SUPREME COURT.CIRCUfT.PART I.
liability of Common Carriers.Verdict Against

a 1tuttroad Comisuiy.
Before Judge Cardozo.

OoMiein ox. The. RatU'iiore and Ohio Railroad
Ouinpaiiy. .The plaintiff In this case was the con¬

signee of a large quantity of bar iron in bundles,
which was forwarded by the consignors via the de¬
fendants' road. After delivery to the defendants,
and w tule In transit, three bundles or the property
wore lost. On the arrival of the Iron at Its destina¬
tion It was unloaded aud piaced on a wharf or land-
log, where tt was seriously Injured by a subsequent
raui storm. Plaintiff hail been previously notified
by the company that the goods were ready for re¬
moval. He sued in this court for the value of the
iron lost aud for damage accrued to the lrou placed
on the lauding, amounting in all to $050.
The Court charged the mry that the defendants

were liable unless a sufficient aud reasonable time
had elapsed alter they had given the plaintiff notice
to remove the goods; and further, that they were
liable its warehousemen, but tbat the burden of proof
as to the Injury done devolved on the plaintiff.
The jury fouud a verdict for the plaintiff in the full

sum claimed.

COURT OF CBMMOII PLEAS.GENERAL TERM.
Interesting Question its to the Liability of

Steamboat Companies.
Before Judges Daly, Brady aud Barrett.

MarlMn as. The New Jersey Steamboat Company..
This action was brought to recover value of wearing
apparel lost on board of the company's vessel on a

trip to Albany In August, 1866. A verdict was ren¬

dered by jury in favor of plaintiff, from which the
company appealed.
Mr. w. P. Prentice, counsel for the defendant,

claimed that there was a regulation ot the
company which required all the baggage of a

passenger to be deposited In tne baggage
room, and that where a passenger tailed
to comply with the regulation by taking
bis baggage into his stateroom that the company
was thereby exonerated from all liability, and the
company had done ail in Its power to give notice of
such regulation to every passenger.
Mr. John J. Macklln, for piaintlffi contended that

the company had no power to make sucn a regula¬
tion; that the regulation was unreasonable. Inas¬
much as it prevented a passenger using or having
about him articles of wearing apparel lndlspensa-
bly necessary for his comfort and convenience while
on board of the.vesBei and which he might need at
any moment, and tbat the regulation was not
brought to plaintiff's knowledge.
Decision reserved.

| MARINE COURT.
Judge Curtis' Views on the Dispossess Pro*

I' cess.Ho Will Not Issue Any Much War*
runts.

To tiik Editor op tbr IIbkald.
As many applications have been made to me by

the bar to grant "dispossess process," 1 desire to in¬
form the profession, tbrongn the columns of yonr
journal, that J have never Issued such process, that
1 never will issue such process, the legitimate busi¬
ness of the court absorbing ail my time. I fully
coucur In the sentiments expressed tn Mr. Justice
ltedford's notice to the public upon the subject of
landlords and tenants. Tue proper channels for the
transaction of that olass of legal business are the
distriot courts or the city of New York.

OKU. M. CTKTIH, Justice Mariue Court.

C81RT ®F CCWERAL SKSWN5.
Before Judge Bedford.

There were but twelve caaes on the calendar to be

disposed ot yesterday. Tliree of these case* were

against an Incorrigible Jail bird named John Kellly.
A HALL TMIKK.

Edward Hartnett was Indicted for the larceny of a
coat from tho hall of the residence of Mr. Stoat, 348

Lexington avenue. He pleaded gniity as the case
wax about to be proceeded with, and on motion of
his counsel, Mr. KIntelng, the court declined to press
judgment until Friday next.

A HARDKNKU CRIMINAL.
John Rcllly, over whose head there wore three In¬

dictments pending for bnrglary, pleaded guilty to
each offence. He wax described as a noted house¬
breaker. Judge Bedford in passing sentence said he
did not believe tn sensation sentences ot twenty
years' imprisonment; that tbe prisoner was a bed
man, and that ho would tase care tbat a term of six
years was served by him in full at the State Prison.

JUVEKILK DKLINQLkXTli.
William Farley, Owen Mobility and Richard

McManus were accused of burglary. The former
pleaded guilty uud was sentenced to two years and a
nalt in tne state Prison, i'he District Attorney, Mr.
Garvin, sold as the other prisoners were mere chil¬
dren they piobabiy were the tools of the man Carley.
who had p ended guilty. Le advised Judge Bedford
to have mercy ou thciu, Tor It was a sad thing to rutn
the boys ioc life by sending them to the Penitentiary.
The prisoners pui in a pit a or petty larceny , which
w as accepted, and Judg" Bedford, after stating that
lie perieaiy agreed with the remarks of the Dis-
trl t Attorney, suspended jadgment and gave the
prisoners some fatherly advice.

LAKCEN7.
Michael Sullivan, indicted for grand larceny,

plcaasd guilty to petty larceny, 'lite prisoner. it ap¬
peared. hacl in his posse sion lour robes, which had
noon s;oi«o. The District Attorney, in accepting the
minor pica, said there was a doubt in accusing him
of grand larceny, as his previous record was very
good, and thai the proi ertt had not beea found in
his possession until long after the goods were taken.
Judge Bedford suspended Judgment.
The prisoners to the remaining cases, on motion of

their respective counsel, had their trials postponed.

CCU.lT CAIEMAH.TWS DAY.
Straws Forirr.Circuit..Nos. 883, 875. 996.

1031, 9l8.li, Ait', 657, hJ5, 757, 519, W7, 861, 56.1, 877,
S>.'L 38, 47, *77, 851, 06*
MakINM FotiT. I'KlAL TF.KM N'OS. 1064, 13X5.

9SO, 1147, VM, 1*06, 1320. lR3o. 1290, 1239, 1303, 1351,
1.M7, 1380, 1188, 1399, 1409, 1400S, 14>N, 1402, 1403,
1404, 1405, 1400, f407, 1404, 1409.
Corirr or Oinrral Hussions..Before Ounnlng 8.

Bedford, City Judge..T*e People vs. Jules Baaia.
grand larceny; .Same vs. George Williams, larcuy
ou the person; Same va Charles L. Howe, burglary;
same vs. William (|. Shaw, burglary; same vs. W U-
Itam P. EdMtd, lorgery; Same va Mark Graham,
grand larceny; Same va Win. Kellcy. grand larceny;
Same va David Tucker, larceny on the person;
Same va Frank Schnfu, attempt at grand lurrenv;
Same va Terence Lynch, burglary: Same va Charles
Hnrklcy, burglarv; Saute va Wutmm Levere, bur¬
glary; Same vs. Walter Harris, burglary.

C1TI IVTKLLIGEtCL.

Tna Wiather rxsntR»AV..Tbe following record
wtll show the changes in tbe temperature for the
past twenty-four hoars, as Indicated by tbe thermo¬
meter at ilodnut's pharmacy, Uxrald Building,
Broadway, corner of Ann street:.
3 A. M 44 3 P.lt 38
(A. M 41 6 P. M34
PA. M 40 8 P. M38

12 M 40 ISP. M 32
Average temperature 37'
Average temperature on Monday 39\
Lay i no ov a Corn km Stunk..The corner stone

of the Rose Memorial chapel will be laid at hall-past
three P. M. to-day. in Porty-flrst street, between
Ninth and Tenth avenues.
KoDUKHY OV A PKARI. STRKKT JKWRM.IH..AbOtll

seven o'clock ou Monday evening a thief or thieves
broke a pauc of glass out of the window of Marcus
Jacobs' jewelry store. No. 4M Pearl street, and by
mean* or a hook attached to a aitck stole live gold
watches, some of widen hud diamond settings. Toe
property was worth aixnit $».oo or |7on.

Hsi.i. Mate. -The contractor for the removal of
ttie llell Gate obstructions, Mr. Bhelbourne. was en¬

gaged, with his gaug of assistants, yesterday In
drilling on Erring Pan Kock for the pnrpoae of ffx»ng
mooring for tho barge. His success waa much more
gratifying than on the previous day: but It Is not
likely that ho wilt be able to comtnenoe drilling lor
Diaatthg before lha begmulng of next week.
Book Balk..An aitrnctivo catalogue of books on

America was disposed of IsM evening at the auction
room of Messrs. Bangs A Merwtn. The following
were among the highest prices realised: -Andres
"t ow Chase," $jo; Barlow's "Coiuiubiad." *22;
Bible, wiui I are and curious UiustraiHHM. I9u.

Catesby's "Natural History," f "2 jO; Hamilton's
"History of the National Flag," fT2 60.
A Lady Seriously Injured..About two o'clock

yesterday morning the dorses attached to a carriage
tn which was seated Madame De Riviere, or the

Hplagler House, took fright and ran away. Tne lady
was thrown out on the corner of Fourteenth street
and broadway. where tsbe waa found by otneer
Hagan, of the Twenty-ninth precinct, and conveyed
to her residence. Her physician pronounced her In-
Juncs of a serious character. *

Capture op Escaped Convicts..On Monday
night Dkvld Brennan, convicted of burg.ary, and
Philip llartz, convicted of mnrder and sentenced to
be hong, but who cheated the gallows through
executive clemency, escaped from the penitentiary
at Trenton, N.J. They secreted themselves on a
navel train, came Into Jersey City and crossed to
New York, where they were yesterday morning
arrested by officers lligglns and Grant. of the six-
teenth precinct, and seut back to their old quarters
at Trenton.
A Custom House Question..it is said that sev¬

eral vessels which lately arrived at this port with
fresh frozen herring on endeavoring to pass the
Custom House muster, as heretofore, free of duty,
were detained until a duty of one-hair cent had
been levied on the cargoes, ou the ground
that the llsh were not fresh, but preserved.
It Is said that salmon from Canada that goes
through a patent freezer enters duty free, and
the men in the herring Interest have put the follow¬
ing puzzler to the Custom House authorities:.
"What is the most preserved.salmon that goes
through a patent freezer or herring frozen by na¬
ture *"
niQHWAY Robbery..A daring highway robbery

has jnst been reported as having been committed
in front of the Hoboke n ferry (Barclay street) house
on Friday night last. About eight o'clock ou that
evening a German gentleman, while passing down
the street to the ferry, observed a stranger walking
beside him, but did not suspect any foal play at his
hands. While crossing West street the stranger
tripped the German, who feiL He then seized him
and shoving his head down Into the mad relieved
him of his wallet and fifty dollars. The victim of
this outrage, which was perpetrated within a few
yards of the ferry house, after clearing Ills moutU
and eyes of the mu<l, reported the facts to the officer
on post, but too late to secure the arrest of the high¬
wayman.
Arrival op toe Remains op tiif. Late Darwin

A. Finney..The remains of| Darwin a. Finney,
member of the House of Representatives, from
MeadvlUe, Pa., arrived at this port on board the ship
City of New York, from Antwerp, on Sunday last,
consigned to Colonel Prince, No. 2 Astor House.
The Congressional Committee appointed to take
charge of the remains are S. Newton Pettis, of Pa.y
chairman; G. W. Woodward, of Pa; Charles O'Neill,
of Pa; J. Lawrence Myers, of Pa, and James Ov
Blaine, of Me. The undertaker from PhlladelphlA
seut by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Rep¬
resentatives, will t>e at the Astor House this morn¬
ing. There ir a bare possibility that the burial case
may not i>e taken lrom the vessel until Saturday
morning In which event no services will be held in.
this city, as the coffin will be immediately taken to
the cars and transported to PhiladeiphiA

' THE ELECTION FK11DS.

Probable Early Adjournment of the Commit-
tee.The " Rural District*" to be I,ooked
After.Naturalization Hratlstlcs.The Other
Side of " Larry" FarrelPs Tarn.
The Congressional Committee appointed to inves¬

tigate the alleged election frauds In this State was in
session all day yesterday and examined a large ?am¬
ber of witnesses, mainly of the lower social ordera.
Of coarse the greater proportion of their witnesses
mast necessarily be drawn from this class, as it ts
their fate usually to be the instruments by; which'
other men, worse, or at least equally bad, accomplish
objects of au illegal nature, and who, though the
Instigation and conduct of fraudulent transactions
may be traced to them, have generally combined
matters so that less wealthy or less cunning men"
shall "do the dirty work."
The committee will, in all probability, temporarily

adjourn their sessions In this city in a day or two,
and the sub committee will, It is expected, proceed
to some of the interior counties of the State where, k

if half that Is promised to be developed actually is
elicited, some of the gentlemen In the rural districts
will experience a shaking up that will be astonishing
if not entirely deslreblA
Nothing definitely shaped In regard to the pro¬

bable coarse to be pursued alter the evidence taken
by the committee shall be submitted to Congress has
yet been decided upon, but among the measures which
will in all likelihood be urged and adopted wui be
the repeal of all existing naturalization laws and
tbe enactment of entirely new laws, which,wlthour
extending the term of necessary residence of aliens
desirous of becoming citizens, or imposing any
onerous obligations, will render the perpetration of
fTand In naturalization an abeolnte Impossibility.
The law as projected will preclude, among other
things, the possibility of any one Judge attending
to the examination and admission to the rights of
citizenship more than a certain number per day. -

The committee has proved in this connection that
between tbe 1st and 23d days of October last, in the
Snpenor court of this city, there were nstandtsed
npwards of 28,000 men. in this Interval three
Sundays were included, and deducting these there
are left twenty working days, showing an average
of about l,3uo persons naturalised per day. Theee
were.excepting, perhaps, one or two hundred out
of the total number.all naturalized by one Justice.
In the Supreme Court a single judge naturalized, be¬
tween tbe sth and 23d of October, over i",ouo pen
sons. It has also been ascertained from the records
tuat a witness as to character, residence, Ac., of
persons presenting themselves, has appeared for
several hundred persona It has been clearly proved
that one man appeared and vouched for applicants
fifty tunes in one day, forty-fonr another, on a suc¬

ceeding day thirty-seven, and again twcnty-slx.
Another genlos did the necessary vouching lor sev¬
enty-four aliens and minors In two days.
"Larry" Kartell's version of his interviews and

relations with Messrs. Foster. Glassy and Davenport,
of the Union Leage Committee, appears to tie true
and untru£ The gentlemen referred to admit that
tiiey first knew Farrcli as ' Mr. Ploroe," but say that
be was first brougnt to tuetr notice by a man named
Weiss, wbo said tnat "Pierce" had valuable infor¬
mation respecting the repeating process. After
some assurance by Weiss us to what "Pierce" woult)
prove they consented to have htm call at tue com¬
mittee rooms. "Pierce" subsequently appeared,
and Mr. Glassy questioned hin as to the nature or
the evidence he proposed to furnish. "Pierce" was
reluctrat to state this, hut, after being told that the
committee wished to know precisely what he pro-
po-ed doing, he said that he knew a Manured and
could produce two hundred other persons who
repeated on the democratic ticket: that this was
done ut.der the superintendence of .Sheriff O'Hrien;
that fhcrurO'Fncn gave these men tickets on wh.rh
were the names Hud addresses tney were to give In
voting. Ac. Pierce said he "could not" go on tho
stand as a witness himself; "It would not da" He
called several times subsequently, and, l*ing urged
to bring some of the witnesses he wished to lurulsta.
interposed various objections and excuses, and at last
represented that he had actually disbursed over |ioo
In maintaining these men and "keeping them to¬
gether," tn the expectation that the committed
wooid require them, aud wanted to be reimbursed.
After some consultation between some of the mem¬
bers of the committee It was decided to give hm
thirty dollars to repay his outlay and to bring him
up to the scratch wlin his witnesses If he had any.
He was finally urged to bring the men. so
that tbe committee could examine them
individually; but he again pleaded an
excuse, and when closely pressed volunteered the
Information that the witn-escs he would bring would
"swear to anything the committee wanted them to
swear to." lie was miormed that they were pre¬
cisely the claas of witnesses the committee did not
want He left, and his presence has not since bee*
"experienced" st the committee rooms. Never*.
Foster and Glassy slllnn positively tbat Pierce's story
about their remarks regarding the removal from
otfioe of Governor Hoffman, and tnat they had
threatened to direct their attacks against any par¬
ticular individuals, or what tho committee or the
republican party was going to do, was a piece of tho
absurdest Invention on Pterco's part, tney having
never expressed such views In regard to this inves¬
tigation, and certainly, if they entertained them,
they My, Pierce was one of the last in«n to whom
th.-y would acknowledge it.

THE ALLE6ED MW IT WHO'S BU|B.
Winn's Island, Hiw Yokr. »

SUVKRlNTKNIMtNT'S OKI ICC, Jan. 12, ill'#. J
To thk Editor or thi IIirald.-.
Mir.Yon report tn your Unue of this dat# "An¬

other row on Ward's island between Irish and
Dutch emigrants." Allow me to state thnt mailing
of the kind has occurred, and that the report must
have originated iroui the arrest of nn emigrant fo£
crime and his trial for the same before J noire Cook
nolly. l. R. w kU.KM, .superintendent.

WESTCHESTEH IHTtLLlCMJE.
Bt-RGtARiza in Mokrisania..On Monday night

burglars broke open the rear door of tho bouse of
James Pinnngan, on the corner of Wall street and
Grove avenue, where they helped themselves to .

large amount of clothing. They then went to tho
house of James Cougiuui, on the opposite corner,
where they stole a lot or clothing and silver ware,
after which they sat down and refreshed themselves
wlin some cake and choice brandy which Uter found
in the pantry, in neither house were the inmates
awakened. The thieves worked so qnlstiy that the
iff** intimations of the robbery were ouiy had yes¬
terday morning.

THE UTE EXPLOSION IN THE (AT.
To tro FibtTus or mis Herald:.

Pleas*; accept thirty dollars as a donation Dura tha
gnosis of the River llonse, 1.120 street, New York,
for Urn-widow of the lata cantain ChiuciuU.


